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ABSTRACT

In this biological control method experiment,
three organisms were used: pechay plant (Brassica
campestris ssp sinensis (Linnaeusg, the experimental
plant, aphids ([lyzus persicae (Sulzer), the selected
pests, and syrphi 1les Yarvae (Ischiodon scutellaw
ris (ﬁabriciugg, the biological controliers,

' The experimental set-up was arranged in this
manner: thirteen potted pechay plants in cages werc.
divided intro three groups. Group One (Cages 1 to 4),
Pechay plants and aphids only, This determined the
damage the pests could do to the plants, Group Two
(Cages S to 8), Pechay plants and syrphid flies
only, This determined if syrphid flies would damage
the plants in the absence of aphids, Group Three
(Cages 9 to 12). Peehay plants, aphids, adult
syrphid flies and larvae. This determined the
efficiency of syrphid flies larvae in controlling
aphids' infestation on pechay.

All plants in Group One died most likely due to
aphids' infestation., All plants in Group Two reackcd
maturity but all syrphid flies larvae died of starv~
ation, no aphids in these cages, their food. A4ll
plants in Group Three survived, syrphid flies mated
and produced larvae that fed on aphids. However, the
larvae were not able to kill all the aphids but werc
able to bring down their infestation to the lower
level of the infestation scale used in the oxperi-
ment, When the number of syrphid flies larvae was
high, aphids' infestetion was low. When thce nunber
of syrphid flies larvae dropped, aphids'! infestation
tended to increase. Prom these observations, it can
be concluded that. syrphid flies larvae could be used
Yo control infestation brought about by aphids on

pechay.
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